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contacts with the Nationalists, but it did not gain many adherents,
and was comparatively unimportant. Perhaps of greater significance
was a meeting held in February, at Morges, in Switzerland,
attended by Paderewski, Witos, Korfanty and General Joseph
Haller, as indicating some fresh political combination under the
Populist leader, though he was still an exile from his country.
BUDGET ADOPTED
The Budget Commission of the Seym continued to discuss the
Estimates very thoroughly, Ministry after Ministry having to
justify   its   proposed   expenditure.  The   statement  made by
Kasprzycki, the War Minister, was specially notable inasmuch
as he said he was convinced that in the atmosphere created by
general arming it would soon be indispensable for Poland to
find further means for strengthening her defence (though she
was already spending more than a third of her whole annual
income on the Army). In mid-February the Government, by
both Kwiatkowski and the Premier, said that while the Budget
proper would be balanced out of the Revenue, there would be
raised outside it a loan of 200 million zlotys for public works,
necessary in themselves and helpful in reducing unemployment.
But the Seym was not occupied by the Budget alone at this time.
In the second week of February there had been a recurrence of
the anti-Semitic rioting in Warsaw and elsewhere in the country,
and this led Koscialkowski on February 17 to denounce these
anti-Jewish excesses cloaked under the name of Nationalism;
he declared that the first duty of the State was the protection
of its citizens without reference to their religion or  nationality.
Unconnected with these riots was another illustration of the
perennial Jewish question in Poland. Earlier in the month Madame
Prystor, herself a deputy and the wife of the former Prime Minister,
now Speaker of the Senate, introduced in the Seym a Bill for the
abolition of the Polish custom of slaughtering all animals, except
pigs, in accordance with the Jewish rite, which, it was alleged,
caused needless  cruelty. But the slaughtering and handling
was a profitable Jewish monopoly; the Jewish opposition to the

